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say, the ultimate source of this light is in most cases The
New English Dictionary, which, now happily complete,
constitutes the greatest critical instrument that a Shake-
spearian commentator has ever had at his disposal. Most
pleasing of all perhaps is its service when it enables one
to justify a reading like 'this captious and inteemable
sieve' (i. 3.199) which has not appeared in print since
F i, or 'may justly diet me* (5* 3. 220) which has
puzzled everyone and is roundly condemned by the
Arden editor as 'undoubtedly corrupt.5

All this means that both the space and time available
for the editing of this play have of necessity been largely
taken up with the work of commentary, and that the
discussion of the nature of the 'copy* which follows is
even more tentative than usual. 'As he proceeds/ I
wrote in the Textual Introduction to the edition as a
whole, 'the textual editor.*.will attempt some provisional
definition of the "copy" for each of the original Shake-
spearian texts** In this the twelfth volume it is as well
to reiterate that word 'provisional,5 which has been over-
looked by some critics. In any event here I can do
little more than set down general impressions, arrived
at after such close scrutiny of the text as no conscientious
editor can avoid, and influenced of course by the findings
in previous volumes. That they are not entirely idle I
am encouraged to believe by their dose correspondence
with the conclusions of my co-editor, as expounded in

to a smock (2. i. 30)5 Stay: the king (2* 1.49)5 dearest issue*
(a. x. 106)5 put it off (2. 2. 9)5 good for nothing but
taking up (2.3.211); picking a kernel out of a pomegranate
(2. 3. 263-64) 5 to a compelled restraint (2.4.44) 5 distil now
in die curbed time (2. 4. 46)5 who's his tailor? (2* 5. 17);
an idle lord (2^5. 51)5 the great figure of a council etc.
(3. i. 12)5 old ling (3. 2. 13); passport (3. 2. 55)5 *a short
alarum within* (4. x. 88); rebellion (4. 3. 18)5 dieted to his
hour (4. 3. 28-9); how and which way you will (4. 3.
234-35) 5 mell with (4, 3.225); knot-herbs (4. 5. 17); a pur
of fortune's (5. 2. 19); turns a sour offence (5. 3, 59).